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Sunday Services
December
6th
13th
20th

24th
25th

January
9.00 am

Holy Communion

10.30 am

Holy Communion

9.00 am
10.30 am
9.00 am
10.30 am
4.00 pm
3pm & 4.30pm
11.00 pm
10.30 am

Church Lite
Church Lite
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Carols in the Car Park
Christingle Service
Holy Communion for Christmas
Christmas Praise
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Morning Worship
Morning Worship
Morning Worship

27th
10.30 am

3rd
10th
17th

24th '9am
31st

How to book to attend a church service:
● Use Churchsuite (if you are signed up to that)
● Via the website: www.standrewspw.org.uk Click on the service you want
to attend, enter your name into the sign-up box and click confirm
● No Internet, phone the Parish Office 01892 837617 by midday on Monday
St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road
Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ
Tel: (01892) 837617
Email: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk
Office Opening Hours
Monday to Friday: 9am - 1pm and 2pm - 5pm

FAIR TRADE SHOP
OPENING TIMES
Tuesdays
Fridays
Sundays

2.00 - 4.00 pm
10.00 am -12.30pm
9.45 am - 10.30 am

Material for the February 2021 issue of Contact should be sent to
contact.magazine@standrewspw.org.uk by 1st January 2021; but the
earlier the better! (If you do not have access to email please call Vanessa
Markham on 01892 832276).
The editor reserves the right to amend, curtail or refuse contributions.

Blessings
As we come into the seasons of
Advent; Christmas and New Year, I
guess many of us will look back at
2020 and be glad that this year is
coming to an end, mixed with the joy
of Christmas to look forward to and
hope for a better and healthier New
Year.
What a year 2020 has been! None of
us could have imagined that it would
have turned out the way it has. For
most of us, any plans made at the
beginning of the year changed with the
arrival of the Coronavirus Pandemic.
We’ve not seen so much of our loved
ones and friends due to Lockdowns,
we’ve mourned those we have lost,
we’ve had to cancel and change holiday
plans; weddings have had to be
postponed; grandparents have been
unable to see new grandchildren born;
others haven’t been able to visit family
in care-homes. Many have had to learn
to work from home, some juggling
childcare and child-education too.
There have been times when shops
ran out of certain items; some of us
have learnt to do online shopping. For
many of us, we’ve had ‘meetings’ with
work-colleagues or family via’ Zoom’,
’Teams’ or ‘Skype’; for others we’ve
had huge learning curves using
technology to learn how to record and
edit ourselves for talks and prayers
etc.
But, out of some of these tough and
challenging times, we’ve also been
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blessed. Shortly into our first
Lockdown, the ‘UK Blessing’ was
released where churches from all over
the UK sang a new song called ‘The
Blessing’ – and I know I was moved to
tears when I first saw this. As a
country we were also able to show
our support for the NHS and all the
keyworkers by standing at our
doorways and clapping for them.
We’ve seen people like Captain Sir
Tom Moore raising funds for the NHS
which has encouraged others with
fundraising efforts too. As more
families have struggled financially this
year, we’ve seen more food and
supplies being donated to local
foodbanks. We’ve also seen more
concern for one another in our
communities, where neighbours have
been keeping an eye out for each
other or keeping more in touch with
regular phone-calls. In our first
Lockdown, we had the most beautiful
spring and summer where we were
able to spend a lot of time outside.
We could hear more birdsong, less
road and air-traffic and therefore less
1

pollution. Yes, we’ve also had a year of
blessings too.
As we begin Advent & approach
Christmas, let us remember that this is
a time of waiting, of getting ready and
preparing for the birth of Christ –
when God sent Jesus, his Son, the
Light of World to shine in the
darkness. Yes, we have seen God’s
light shining through the dark times of
this last year and He will continue to
shine in the days ahead, whatever they
may bring. But God sent Jesus not just
as a Light but as our Saviour. He didn’t
want to just leave us here on earth
without hope. He wanted to restore
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the broken relationship between
himself and mankind and give us a
Hope for the future.
So even though Christmas may look a
little different this year, I pray that you
will know God’s Comfort in your lives
this Christmas and in the days ahead. I
pray that you will know & experience
His Joy, knowing that He sent Jesus
just for you because He loves you so
much. And as you begin the New Year,
I pray that you may experience the
Hope he has given us and encourage
you to ‘Count Your Blessings’ day by
day.
Hanna Rosser

December 20 / January 21

December 20 / January 21

3

Alone at
Christmas
For the last four years we have
been able to hold Christmas Day
dinners years and were hoping
to be able to do it again this
year. Unfortunately, due to
Covid-19 this is not possible.
Christmas this year will be very
different for all of us, but more so for those who can’t see their
families. So, we are hoping to deliver a meal to all our guests from
previous years to help brighten the day. If you will be alone and would
like a Christmas Dinner, we would be delighted to deliver one to you
on Christmas morning. Please contact me with your details and I will
get back to you.
Gloria Crouch
01892 833561

Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the
national Ramblers walking organisation. Our volunteer leaders offer a variety of
walks, mostly on Sunday mornings with additional mid-week rambles each
month. Our walks are usually circular and about 5-6 miles in duration. We
explore the beautiful Kent countryside from different starting points within the
Tonbridge and Malling area and, occasionally, further afield. New members are
welcome, as are those wishing to try us out before joining Ramblers.
Group walks are currently paused until at least 2 December 2020. We will be
restarting as soon as we can, dependent upon government guidelines and
Ramblers national guidelines. Meanwhile, to find out more about our group
please visit: http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk or
email info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.or

4
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Remember, remember….
Some dates stick in the mind for yonks. It's November fifth in my case. This
year's, I mean, not because of Bonfire Night or even because it's the day we go
into lockdown. Oho no. What dominates November fifth for me is a whole
host of unforeseen events.
Trouble starts the minute I get out of bed and stub my toe on something unseen.
Wriggling around in the dark I stand on the tail of Jet the cat. Stroke him,
sympathise, apologise. Purring his forgiveness, he disappears downstairs.
Open the curtains, glance outside. A bird has performed on the window and
covers have blown off the garden furniture.
Now Jet's back. There's a mouse in his mouth. He drops it at our
feet, looking very pleased with himself. But it's but not for long
because before he has a chance to do anything
with his catch, the little creature has
scuttled off to safety.
That's Jet's breakfast in doubt.
What about ours? Burnt bread
shoots out of the toaster. Trying to retrieve it, I bang my
finger on the cupboard above!
It's a cold, frosty morning, made even colder with no heat in the house. Why?
Because today of all days, the boiler man is due. Try a little distraction. Into the
room we call our office I switch on the computer in an attempt to catch up with
the morning's mail. Now the laptop's playing up. When I do finally get in,
Amazon spits me out not once, not twice, but three times. Aha, but never to be
beaten by a machine, my clever husband soon sorts me out and things begin to
look better. Well, they always do when David's around.
At last, the electrician arrives, the heat is switched on and we're warm again. Cat
and mouse games have finished. (No, don't ask!) Stubbed toe and burnt thumb
have both recovered, the window's been cleaned, and the garden furniture
sorted. So, all's right in the world again. Remember, remember the fifth of
November?
Monica Laker
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Parish Prayer

Coffee Shop

Tuesdays, Wednesdays
& Thursdays
9.00 - 9.30 am in the
Wallis Room

Tuesdays
10.30 am to 12 noon
in the Wallis Room
All welcome

All welcome

Mission Prayer

Open House

If you would like to join us in
praying for our Mission
partners we meet on the first
Monday of each month from
2.00 to 3.00 pm. For more
details phone Jean Jordan on
01892 832298

Fridays
10.30 am to 12 noon
in the Wallis Room
All welcome
Contact the Church Office on
01892 837617

Please note, that due to current restrictions these events may
have to be cancelled. Should restrictions be lifted allowing
events such as these to continue, you will be made
very welcome and we hope to see you there.

FAIR TRADE SHOP - EXCITING NEWS
It is with great excitement that we can announce the launch of our online shop.
Initially this will only be for food, including all our Christmas special lines, but it is
hoped that we will soon be able to add craft as well.
The shop can be accessed via our website www.fairtradeshopstandrews.co.uk so
log on and take a look.
Following this development we are now looking to recruit a new member to the
Shop Committee who has good communication skills to deal with all the
marketing aspects of our shop. So if anyone is interested please speak to
Katharine Garland who can explain what would be involved.
Finally our very grateful thanks to everyone who has continued to support the
shop during this difficult time.
6
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Online Zoom Alpha!
‘Who is Jesus?’, ‘Who is the Holy Spirit?’, ‘How does God guide us?’- these are
just three of the questions nine of us have been looking at since September as we
engage with the brilliant online film series
produced by Alpha. We spend an hour together
on Thursday evenings. We didn’t all know each
other before and have gelled well together. We
say hello and have a chat, we then watch the film
(usually 25 mins) and then we come back
together for some ‘led’ discussion. We are all
linked in with a church and Alpha has enabled us
to see what the foundation is for our lives and
what we believe. We have all I think agreed that
Alpha is timely for us all- how important it is
always, and it seems especially at the moment, to
be those who grapple with some off the big questions and find a space to share.
Here are some quotes from a couple of people from the course which I hope
you find inspiring:
‘I am doing Alpha because I feel I need reminding/re-railing in my beliefs. I feel as
if I have been a Christian all my life, but I do need regular reminding and updating
in the facts. Also, it helps me to have confidence in speaking out about my faith. I
am still hoping one day I will be able to be confident in saying prayers out loud’.
‘It has been many years since I last undertook an Alpha course, and I wanted now
to refresh my foundations of faith through discussion and sharing with others in
the group, and this has proved very helpful’.
Alpha is for those who would say they have a faith and for those who have no
idea what they believe!

Please do get in touch if you would like to be part of a future
Alpha course, whether online or in person, I’d love to hear from
you, Sharon
(01732 365395 Email: sharon.lovelock@methodist.org.uk
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‘A Year with C S Lewis’
Would you like to have a clear point of view when discussing with friends? A
quiet confidence when sharing your ideas? Careful considered thought is rare.
We are bombarded with ideas from TV newspapers or magazines. We too easily
soak up their opinions like blotting paper and so our thinking easily becomes
blurred. One of the most influential thinkers over the last 100 years is CS Lewis.
Author of 30 books, his children’s books are still selling as well as the Harry
Potter stories. Worldwide there are over 300 CS Lewis societies, studying his
books and discussing his ideas. Recently he was rated eleventh in The Times list
of the 100 most influential people in the last hundred years.
His experiences as a soldier in WW1 confirmed his atheism, so his conversion to
Christ in 1923 was surprising but most of all to himself.
From that time onwards, his immense intellect and his lucid writing skills
demonstrated that the Christian faith is ‘no leap in the dark’ but anchored in
reason and evidence. In his writings he tackles the big issues of life, like pain, evil,
immortality, love and equality. The list is huge, reflecting the width and depth of
his reading and thinking.
‘A Year with CS Lewis 365 Daily Readings from his Classic Works,’ is
an easy introduction to his writings. Each of these
bite-sized daily readings take about three minutes to
read. In one year, you will have spent 18 hours with
this great scholar, absorbing his ideas and
understanding his ‘reasoning’.
In a year you will read about, wickedness, prayer, hell,
heaven, death, democracy, falling in love, pleasure,
miracles, pain, and belief. Plus, another three hundred
and fifty-four lively subjects. Every day you are learning
from one of the world’s greatest thinkers. A regular
daily time of mindfulness. A heart-warming
experience. A life-enriching routine.
A great book to own and a lovely Christmas present
to give.
Published by Harper Collins ISBN978-0-00-753282-7
‘Presence’ by Patsy Rodenburg
What is personal charisma? We have all seen it in people like great actors or TV
personalities. Personalities - there I’ve used the word in a descriptive way.
8
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Sometimes we might say of someone ‘they have
presence.’ But what do we mean by it? Quite
ordinary people seem to possess this kind of magic
attraction, may be that’s a too strong a way of
putting it. Some actors come ‘alive’ on the stage,
some people we describe as ‘lighting up a room.’
Pats Rodenberg has written a book called
‘Presence’ where she examines this trait in some
depth. The book suggests it can be learned or
more importantly we can uncover what is already
within us.
Patsy Rodenburg OBE, is recognised as one of the
world’s leading voice and acting coaches. She has
taught in almost all the leading theatre companies
in the world. Including, The Royal Shakespeare Company and The National
Theatre. In her book Patsy, speaks of her lifelong interest in this thing she calls
presence.
Some time ago I heard Winston Churchill’s granddaughter on radio describing a
conversation she once had with her grandfather. She said to him, ‘you must be so
proud of the courage you gave to people during the war?’ Winston replied, ‘I
only revealed the courage that was already in them.’ This is the underlying
message of this book. That ‘presence’ is within us all. Sadly, few recognise it.
Aristotle said, ‘the unexamined life is not worth living.’ Over the years I have
read scores of self-help, positive thinking, leadership, communication skills books
all of them pushing techniques to acquire new skills. ‘Presence’ is different.
In her book Patsy Rodenburg recounts how from her earliest years she read and
learnt Shakespeare’s sonnets and plays. The most commonly quoted line from
Shakespeare, is ‘To be or not to be, that is the question?’ And that is where this
most fascinating topic and subject of the book begins. To be or not to be? That is
the choice each of us has. To be alive, present, engaging, interested, or
something less.
I recommend this book for its fascinating examples and its real-life insights. It
might help you re-find the light switch that has got lost over the years. If you are
a lay preacher or have to give presentations, then the book will give you much to
think about. A great book written from years of experience.
‘Presence’ by Patsy Rodenburg published by Penguin, ISBN 978-0-718-14999-4
Victor Jordan
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Warm recipes for Cold days!
I’ve been doing a bit of cooking during the last few months, here are some of my
more successful recipes. I hope you enjoy them!

Focaccia
After watching many episodes of Bake off I always wanted to have a go at making
this. It turned out pretty well and you can add whatever you like to it. I used
rosemary, garlic and parmesan cheese. Delicious with soup.
Ingredients:
500g / 1lb 2oz strong white bread flour, plus extra for dusting
2 tsp salt
1 x 7g / 1/8oz sachet fast action dried yeast
80ml / 3fl oz oilive oil, plus extra for drizzling
150-250ml / 5-9floz warm water
vegetable oil or oil spray, for oiling
1 bunch fresh rosemary
large pinch sea salt
Method:
1. Dust a large flat baking tray with flour.
2. Put the flour into a large bowl, add the salt and yeast, then add the olive oil,
plus enough warm water to make a soft but not sticky dough. The dough
should feel quite loose and not tight and difficult to knead. If the whole
amount is added it may appear that the dough is beyond repair, but gently
kneading by way of scooping up the dough, scraping any sticky bits on the
surface and slapping it back down again for a few minutes will see the dough
begin to become ‘pillowy’ and more manageable. The more water that can be
added (the full 250ml/9fl oz is great) then the lighter the bread will be. It can
take some perseverance! Also resist the temptation to add more flour as it
will make the dough too heavy.
3. Knead the dough for about 10 minutes by hand on a lightly floured work
surface or for five minutes if using an electric mixer fitted with a dough hook.
The dough will feel stretchy when pulled. To test if it is ready, make a ball
with the dough then, using a well-floured finger, prod a shallow indent in the
side (no more than ¾cm/¼in). If the indent disappears by way of the dough
springing back, then it is ready to shape. If the indent stays, knead for a few
minutes longer.

10
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4. Shape the dough into an oval and place it on the prepared baking tray. Flatten
it out to about 30cm/12in long and 20cm/8in wide. Cover the dough loosely
with oiled clingfilm, making sure it is airtight.
5. Preheat the oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6.
6. Leave the dough in a warm place for about an hour, or until it has almost
doubled in size. With a floured index finger press holes in the dough at
regular intervals, about 4cm/1½in apart in rows across the dough, pressing
right down to the bottom. Cut 3cm/1¼in sprigs of the rosemary and push
them into the holes. Sprinkle some sea salt over the dough and place in the
top third of the oven. Bake for about 25–30 minutes, or until the bread is
well risen, pale golden-brown and feels hollow when tapped underneath.
7. Remove from the oven, drizzle with the remaining olive oil and leave to cool
on the baking tray.

Chicken & Ham Pie
What can beat a pie? This pie was very easy to make, I will definitely be making it
again. It’s based on a Jamie Oliver recipe.
Ingredients:
4 x 180g skinless chicken breasts
2 rashers smoked bacon
Olive oil·
A chopped leek
150g button mushrooms
1 heaped tbsp plain flour, plus extra for dusting
1 heaped tbsp low fat creme fraiche
300ml chicken stock (I use a stock cube)·
A few sprigs of fresh thyme (or a tsp of dried mixed herbs works well too)
1/3 a nutmeg, grated
1 sheet pre-rolled puff pastry
1 egg
Method:
1. Pre-heat the oven to 200°c/400°F/Gas mark 6. Cut the chicken into chunks (I
use my kitchen scissors for this – so
2. much easier!). Put a lug of olive oil and butter into a hot, large pan. Add the
chicken and cook for a few minutes until sealed. If adding bacon or chorizo,
wait until the chicken is sealed before adding to pan.
3. Meanwhile, make the stock and then wash and trim the spring onions (or
leek) and slice. Cut the button mushrooms in half before adding to the pan
December 20 / January 21
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with the onions. Leave for 2 minutes before adding 1 heaped tbsp of plain
flour and creme fraiche. Stir well.
4. Add the chicken stock and stir again. Add the herbs and the nutmeg, and
season. Leave to simmer for 5-10 minutes or so.
5. Pour the mixture into an oven proof dish. Roll out the pastry (luckily, my dish
is just the right size for the pastry, so I don’t need to do any rolling out) and
place on top, tidying up the edges. Add a little decoration if you like! Beat the
egg and brush a little over the pastry.
6. Place in the oven and cook for 15-20 minutes, or until the pastry is golden.
Serve with some steamed vegetables and enjoy!

Creamy chilli, bacon & tomato spaghetti
I found this recipe on the BBC Good Food website; it was really scrummy. I also
added some courgette to it.
Ingredients:
2 tbsp mild olive oil
1 medium onion, thinly sliced
4 rashers smoked streaky bacon, cut into 2cm/¾-wide strips
2 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
300-350g/10½-12oz dried spaghetti
1 tsp dried chilli flakes
1 x 400g tin chopped tomatoes
2 tbsp tomato purée
1 tsp dried oregano
100ml/3½fl oz double cream
salt and freshly ground black pepper
Method:
1. Half-fill a large saucepan with water and bring to the boil.
2. Heat the oil in a large, non-stick frying pan over a medium heat. Add the
onion and bacon and fry for 5-6 minutes, or until softened and lightly
browned. Add the garlic and fry for a further minute (don't let the garlic burn
or it will be bitter).
3. When the water is boiling, add the spaghetti in four batches, allowing each
batch to soften into the water before adding the next. Stir well, then cook
the spaghetti according to the packet instructions, stirring occasionally.
4. While the spaghetti is cooking, stir the chilli flakes into the onion and bacon
mixture, then add the tinned tomatoes, tomato purée, oregano and 250ml/9fl
oz water. Season, to taste, with the salt and freshly ground black pepper.
12
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Bring the mixture to a simmer and cook for 10 minutes, stirring regularly,
until thickened. Stir in the cream and return the mixture to a gentle simmer.
5. Drain the pasta in a colander and return to the pan. Pour over the creamy
tomato sauce, then stir the sauce into the spaghetti until evenly coated.
6. To serve, divide the spaghetti equally among four warmed serving bowls and
serve.
By Sarah-Joy

Please note, that due to current restrictions
this event may have to be cancelled.
Should restrictions be lifted allowing events such
as these to continue, you will be made
very welcome and we hope to see you there.
December 20 / January
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Unable to work because of
coronavirus?
Financial help is available
Many people have had to stay at home and self-isolate if they have experienced
symptoms of coronavirus, come into contact with someone who has tested
positive or been advised by a healthcare professional to shield because of an
underlying medical condition.
If you have had to self-isolate and are unable to go into work, tell your employer
that you have to self-isolate because of coronavirus.
It is possible that you may be able to work from home. Speak to your employer to
see if this is an option.
If you cannot work from home, you may be able to get Statutory Sick Pay (SSP)
from your employer for every day of work you miss because of coronavirus.
If you’re off work for 7 or more days, your employer may ask you to provide proof
that you are self-isolating because of coronavirus.
You may be able to get Universal Credit at the same time as SSP. Universal Credit
includes extra money for children and for rent. If you get both Universal Credit
and SSP, the amount of your Universal Credit may be reduced by the amount of
your SSP.
If you’re not eligible for Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) you can apply for Universal Credit.
How do I get help?
Our offices at 64 Commercial Road, Paddock Wood, TN12 6DP are currently
open. We can see clients face to face unless current Government guidance
prevents this. We can also offer telephone or email advice for those who are
unable to attend our offices. Call or email us on:
info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619 : Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre | 64
Commercial Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6DP | info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619
We are always looking for new volunteers who can commit to at least one
morning a week for six months. If you would like to volunteer with us, please
contact us on the details above.
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre would like to wish all our Trustees,
Volunteers, Clients, Funders, Stakeholders and Supporters a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
We will be closed between Christmas and the New Year as usual, please check our
website for more information.
14
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WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT – FESTIVE EDITION
We hope to hold a special morning to reunite the Who let the Dad’s Out group
on Saturday 19th December, 9:45-11:30am. Let mum have a lie-in, put on your
Christmas jumper and enjoy a bacon butty, there will be craft and games activities
for the children.

Church Lite
In December we have our family service Church Lite on December 13th.
There will not be a Messy Church in December because we are hoping to hold
Carols in the Car Park at 4pm on December 20th. In January, Church Lite will be
on 10th and Messy Church on the 17th. It is most likely that you will still need to
book in on our website or by telephoning the church office.

Messy Church
Just to let you know we’ve been able to hold some Messy Church sessions back
in the Winter Hall. Although they have been a little different to how we used to
do Messy Church, it’s been great to see our families back again!
We give each family who books in a table which has
some colouring, wordsearch puzzles, a game and the
materials for the craft activity. We still have our storytime, prayer-time and have even been able to join in
with action songs. Back in October we learned about
Joshua and how the walls of Jericho came tumbling
down, so we tried making some of our own walls of
Jericho with biscuits and icing – the children had great
fun trying to make their ‘walls’ and most of the walls did
come down!

Little Pickles
Although we’ve not been able to meet for Little Pickles
yet, Hanna has tried to visit as many Little Pickles families in Paddock Wood as
possible, taking round some craft activities for the families to do together. They
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have had a paper-plate fish to decorate and a hedgehog to decorate with autumn
leaves. Hanna will try & visit families again each month until we can safely meet
again.

SUNDAY GROUPS
We’ve also been able to have a couple of Sunday Groups (Voyagers and
Survivors) sessions in the Winter Hall. Similar to Messy Church, we allocate
children a table to sit at for the session which has colouring and craft activities
for them to do. Hanna & Sarah lead from the front and encourage the youngsters
to join in our games and discussions. Again, a little different to how we used to
do things, but the youngsters are adapting well.

New Gen (14-18) & Pathfinders (11-14)
Youth clubs will be continuing Tuesdays and Wednesdays until Dec 16th.
We start back the week beginning January 12th. There is space for new members
in both groups, so please get in touch if you are interested.

Lantern trail
At the end of October we held a ‘Lantern Trail’ for families to do around
Paddock Wood. They came to the church to collect a trail-map, which had
directions for them to follow to find different ‘sources of light’ in different
properties in Paddock Wood. Once they had found all the sources of light, they
returned to St Andrew’s to collect a small prize. Some of the families left their
lanterns for a ‘Lantern Display’ in the church garden.
If you would like more information about these activities and how to get involved
email, sarahjoy@standrewspw.org.uk

16
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Holocaust
Memorial Day
Holocaust Memorial Day will be commemorated on
Wednesday 27th January. With more stories coming to
light of lives lost and affected by the holocaust, there
continues to be a plethora of books and documentaries
written. This is all the more important as that
generation who lived through, and survived are sadly
dying, and along with them their experiences.
BOOK REVIEW of The Volunteers by Jack Fairweather
In July 1940 a former Polish cavalry officer - Witold Pilecki was arrested and sent
to Auschwitz concentration camp. What made his arrest and subsequent
detention unique was he volunteered to be captured and imprisoned. Pilecki was
a member of the Polish resistance in Warsaw. When news reached them that a
concentration camp had been opened in the town of Oświęcim, they knew they
had to gain intelligence about what was happening, and to organise a breakout.
One major task of Pilecki was to collect information about the development of
killing, the scale of it, and the building of the new camp, later named AuschwitzBirkenau. Through the network of camp informants and contacts in the local
community information went down the line, to reach the Polish Government in
exile and then to the Allies. As early as 1941 news of the use of Zyclon B to
murder people in the gas chamber was reported. In spring 1942 reports were
sent that the camp was now regularly receiving large numbers of Jewish, men,
women and children in large numbers and that they were being murdered.
Despite this information, and the camp internees themselves encouraging the
Allies to bomb, nothing happened.
After eventually escaping and being reunited with his family, Pilecki then went
onto fight in Warsaw Uprising against the Nazis’ in 1944 on the eve of the
Russian invasion of Poland.
The book’s focus on the everyday lives and experiences of the prisoners in the
camp that has become synonymous with death is both fascinating and thought
provoking. Often punctuated with photos taken of the inmates from Auschwitz
archives, it makes the stories and what they lived through more human and
challenging. In the book you also get to meet the good and the bad of life lived in
a concentration camp, and the tasks and the rituals carried out. What surprised
me most was the access some had to the outside world and how in the early
December 20 / January 21
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years some Polish prisoners were released. Communication with the outside
world happened, and many knew of the hardship and brutality that was
happening. Pilecki risked his life to get the truth of what was happening at
Auschwitz to the outside world, but no action was taken at the time. Genocide
and anti-Semitism are still occurring in our world, so this story and its message
still need to be heard.
Bryan Knapp

St Andrew’s Fair Trade Shop & Cocoa Loco

Great news from Cocoa Loco!
The Covid19 situation has made it impossible for us to buy in our usual wide
range from Cocoa Loco. However, they have come up with a new ‘Chocolate
Community’ initiative that offers 10% commission for The Fair Trade Shop on
sales that you make via their website, using the link below.

https://www.cocoaloco.com/?ref=fairtradeshop
When you visit the Cocoa Loco site using the link, a banner at the top of the
page shows that your shopping is supporting St Andrew’s Fair Trade Shop.
This fantastic initiative means you can choose from the whole Cocoa Loco range
whilst still supporting the shop. As the ‘Chocolate Community’ will be running
all year you can use it all year round, maybe by sending a birthday gift or thank
you, at any time not just Christmas and Easter.
Using the link will you be supporting:
●
●
●

The Fair Trade Shop
Cocoa Loco (a local fair trade, handmade chocolate company)
The farmers who grow the crops for the yummy chocolate

Thank you for your continuing support for our shop and fair trade.
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Message in a Bottle
is supported by Paddock Wood and District Lions
Emergency information Scheme
● Free to the User
● A low tech, simple to use emergency
information scheme
● Endorsed by the emergency services
● Above all a potential lifesaver & comfort to
the user, family and friends.
The Message in a Bottle scheme is a simple idea
designed to encourage people to keep their important personal and medical
details on a standard form and in a common location – the fridge! This is where
the emergency services expect to find it. They will know its there because of 2
stickers, one on the inside of front door or main entrance and one on the fridge
door.
It can save vital time and really helps the emergency service providing them with
vital information when its needed. Whilst focused on the more vulnerable people
in our community, anyone can have an accident at home, so this scheme can
benefit anyone.
Message in a Bottle is usually available free from health centres, surgeries and
chemists but the current Covid pandemic has made this impractical.
So if you would like us to send you a Message in a Bottle for Free please
ring 0345 833 9564 or email enquiries@paddockwoodlions.co.uk and
we will get one to you.
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WHAT CAN PADDOCK
WOOD & DISTRICT
LIONS
DO FOR YOUR
COMMUNITY?
Your local Lions club in currently reviewing what it has done in the past and is
also planning for our future after COVID 19 has been defeated.
During lockdown we were impressed and moved by the way our local
communities worked together to support the most vulnerable residents in
practical ways but also with fun activities to raise our spirits.
You will know the Lions for many activities including:
●

Organising Paddock Wood Carnival and Rockin’ in the Rec

●

Visiting most villages with the Santa Sleigh

●

Organising the East Peckham 10k run

●

Organising the annual Duck Race

●

Collecting spectacles for recycling for third world countries

●

Providing the Message in a Bottle scheme throughout the area

●

Raising funds to support local individuals and organisations.

BUT WHAT NEXT???
We aim to be a vital force for developing service in your area and now want to
hear from you about what we could do to support the people where you live.
●

Is there a group needing support?

●

Is there an activity that would improve your community?

●

Could we help develop new activities?

●

Where are the gaps in support in your area?

If you have any ideas for projects or new ways we could provide support please
let us know. If you can think of anything at all please email us at
enquiries@paddockwoodlions.co.uk

Help us to help your community
20
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A Warm Welcome!
2020 has been a tremendously
challenging year for so many. I doubt
any of us knew the enormity of the
events which were to affect our lives
in so many ways. Certainly, my wife
and I didn’t grasp the changes which
were to come to our own lives as a
result of the pandemic.

were. The time had come for us to
move.

At the start of the year, our life was
relatively settled in London with good
jobs and a nice apartment in South
West London. I had a really terrible
loss with my mum passing away, and it
was around the start of the year that
we felt God call us out of London, and
we both decided to pray and commit
our plans to God.

Pieces began to fall into place as we
trusted God. We found a flat nearby
and we found a spiritual home at St
Andrew’s. In spite of the COVID
restrictions, we have been made to
feel so welcome by the congregation,
who have been so wonderfully
friendly!

As the pandemic hit and the first
lockdown was announced, we were
both placed on furlough. And for us,
lockdown was a chance to get to
know each other better. But sadly, it
was around this time we were made
redundant, and God began to make us
feel more uncomfortable where we

We began to look for a place in Kent
to be closer to family. And that’s when
we came across Paddock Wood. And
we began to pray for a place to call
home. And the good news is that we
have found it here!

We continue to pray for jobs, but we
remain confident in God’s guidance
and look forward to seeing all that He
does as we trust in Him. Thank you to
all the people at St Andrew’s and in
the parish, who have made us feel so
welcome!
Jack & Elizabeth Blair

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals
21st October

David Thompson

Maidstone

Age 91

9th November

Raymond Hoadley

Ringden Avenue

Age 88

Answers to Hips & Haws Anagrams
1
2

Shawls & Midships
Chippie & Goshawk
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3
4

Rickshaws & Worships
Chipmunk & Thawed
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Town Talk
Paddock Wood Town
Council: What do you
get for your Council Tax?
Now it the time of year when the Town Council will start to set its budget for
the following year.
Finance meetings take place during November and January when the budget will
be agreed. Final approval will be given at the full council meeting on the 18th
January 2021. Last year Paddock Wood Town Council set a budget of £461,642
which equated to 2% increase on the previous year, or in financial terms £3.11
per year per household.
What does the Town Council element of your council tax bill fund?
Paddock Wood Town Council owns and pays for the upkeep of the following
sites:
● 5 playing fields plus pavilions
● 5 children’s play areas & the skateboard park
● Foal Hurst Wood, Orchard Meadow & Green Lane Spinney
● The New Cemetery & Closed Church Yard
● The War Memorial
● The Day Centre
● Town Council offices & St Andrews Hall at St Andrews Playing Fields
● Town Council workshops at the Memorial Field
● Open spaces at Cobbs Close, White’s Corner & Mount Pleasant
● Five balancing ponds
● 3 allotment sites
The sports pitches, allotments, cemetery, St Andrews Hall & Day Centre were
projected to generate around £49,000 of income for the Council this year.
However, that will be reduced due to the Covid 19 pandemic.
22
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The above sites are looked after by a full time Estates Manager & two full time
groundsmen based at the Memorial Field. The Estates Committee meets
monthly to agree future work.
The Town Council also funds the hanging baskets and planters in the Town
Centre as well as the Christmas lights and trees.
Over the last 5 years the Council has also set aside funds to pay for the
Community Centre Project and the Neighbourhood Plan.
The Planning & Environment Committee meets twice a month to comment on
local planning applications. Due to the increased amount of development the
Town Council has paid for a professional planning consultant to assist with its
representations to the Borough Council.
The Town Council assists with and funds the cost of the annual Remembrance
Sunday Parade. It has also purchased and maintains 4 defibrillators.
In 2020 a contribution of £10,000 has been made towards the running of the
Community Advice Centre. A further £9,700 was contributed towards the
running of Putlands Sports and Leisure Centre.
Previously, grants have also been made to the Paddock Wood Lions towards the
Carnival & Rocking in the
Rec, as well as a donation
towards The Paddock Wood
Lights Up event. A grant
fund is also available for local
groups to apply for funding.
The council is administered
by a full time Town Clerk
and a part time Deputy
Clerk & Administrative
Assistant based in The
Podmore Building St
Andrews Road.
Full details of the Town
Council’s budget can be
found on its website
www.paddockwoodtc.gov.uk or by contacting
the Clerk on 01892 837373.
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Diary Dates
For a list of our December 20 / January 21
church services please see inside front cover

Tuesday 1st December 7:30pm
Saturday 5th December 2pm & 3:15pm
Sunday 20th December 4pm
Tuesday 22nd December 10am
Friday 25th December

Youth Alpha course (Virtual)
Light up Memorial Service
(Please book to attend)
Carols in the Car Park
Family Christmas Crafts
Christmas Lunch delivery

Children and Youth Contact Details
Children & Families Worker

Hanna Rosser

Little Pickles
Voyagers

Mondays (term time)
Sunday mornings

Youth Worker
Survivors
Pathfinders (age 11 - 14)
New Gen (age 15+)

Sarah-Joy Woodcock
Sunday mornings
Tuesdays (term time)
Wednesday evenings
New Gen

01892 837617 / 07775 854129

9.45 am - 11.30 am
10.00 am
01892 837617
10.00 am
7.15 pm
from 7.300 pm

Parish Safeguarding Reps
Carol Williams
safeguarding@standrewspw.org.uk Felicity Lusted

07955 804104

For information about joining
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers
Telephone Jo Hillas-Smith on 01892 838660
For information about joining
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers
email: pwdistrictcommissioners@outlook.com
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Who to contact
CONTACT is published each month by the Anglican and Methodist Church of St
Andrew, Paddock Wood. Views expressed in CONTACT are not necessarily
those of the church as a whole.
Vicar - Bryan Knapp

169 Maidstone Road

Minister - Sharon Lovelock 41 Estridge Way, Tonbridge

833917
01732 365395

Reader
Reader
Reader
Reader

Brian Banks
Peter Hungerford-Welch
Stephen Pagany
Hilary Sutton

833373
833035
834904
834090

Warden
Warden

Carol Barnett
Keith Rosser

834814
07979 520278

Operations Manager

Steve Talmage

837617

Church Council
Secretary

Carl Warren

833774

Contact Editor
Contact Distribution

Vanessa Markham
Linda Hobbs

832276
832695

Organist/Choir Leader Tatyana Angelova

07581 569016

Fair Trade Shop

Katharine Garland

724542

Hall Bookings

bookings@standrewspw.org.uk

837617

St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ

T: (01892) 837617
E: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1137783

SUDOKU
Fill in the rest of the grid. Each column, row and box
must contain each of the numbers 1-9.
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