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Sunday Services - February 2021
7th

9.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

14th

9.00 am
10.30 am

Church Lite
Church Lite

21st

9.00 am
10.30 am
4.45 pm

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Messy Church

9.00 am
10.30 am

Morning Worship
Morning Worship

28th

For all up to day information,
please see our web site.
If we are unable to meet together
in church to worship, please join us
on-line for our YouTube service:
https://tinyurl.com/sapw-youtube
If you would like to watch the
service with others on Zoom,
please contact the church office
for details.

How to book to attend a church service:
● Use Churchsuite (if you are signed up to that)
● Via the website: www.standrewspw.org.uk
click on the service you want to attend, enter your name into the
sign-up box and click confirm
● No Internet, then phone the Parish Office 01892 837617 by midday on
Monday
St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road
Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ
Tel: (01892) 837617
Email: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk

FAIR TRADE SHOP
The Shop is currently closed but
you can order on-line:
www.fairtradeshopstandrews.co.uk.

In the unfortunate event we find ourselves in an extended
Lockdown and we are unable to deliver, we will continue to
publish Contact Magazine on our church website as before.

Material for the March 2021 issue of Contact should be sent to
contact.magazine@standrewspw.org.uk by 11th February; but the
earlier the better! (If you do not have access to email please call
Vanessa Markham on 01892 832276).
The editor reserves the right to amend, curtail or refuse contributions.
Cover Photo - unsplash.com

From the Readers
Peter Hungerford-Welch
This year, Ash Wednesday, which
marks the start of Lent, falls on 17
February. Lent is one of the church's
‘penitential’ seasons. That may sound
rather dour, but these seasons are
times of preparation. Just as Advent
prepares us for Christmas, so Lent
prepares us for Good Friday and
Easter. Indeed, historically, candidates
for baptism at Easter received their
baptism preparation during Lent.
As we prepare to commemorate
Christ’s death on the cross and to
celebrate his resurrection, Lent is a
time to think about anything in our
lives that hinders our relationship with
God. It is a time to confront these
things and to accept God’s forgiveness.
As St John puts it, if we confess our
shortcomings to God, he will forgive
us. He will wipe the slate clean and
give us a fresh start. Lent is a time to
ask for God’s forgiveness and to
accept his forgiveness.

time for bible study and prayer, Lent
may be an opportunity to put that
right. If something has been holding
you back from offering help to
someone in need, now could be the
time.
May this Lent be a time for us to grow
ever closer to God, to receive his
forgiveness, and to see more clearly
his purpose for our lives.

Lent is often thought of as a time for
giving something up. Giving up some
things may be good for our waistline
or our general health, but for some
the discipline of giving something up
also helps to focus on God and our
relationship with him, by removing
distractions. However, Lent can also
be a time for taking something up. If,
for example, you haven’t been as good
as you should have been at freeing up
February 2021
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UPDATE on THE
COMMUNITY
STOREHOUSE
Foodbank
What a difference we can all make when we work together.
Having navigated our way through 2020, we are still working just as hard into
2021 and onward.
Last year we all realized how important it is for our local communities to come
together and support each other. In 2021 we encounter further confirmation
that there are those continuing to struggle to support
themselves and their families with increasing economic
challenges.
Traditionally, the winter period is our busiest of the
year when households incur greater demand on their
finances, especially with larger heating bills.
Although our stock levels have been welcomingly high
over the last few months, so is the demand for food
assistance. Each month we meet new clients asking for
assistance. Although about 50% live in Paddock Wood,
we serve clients in many surrounding villages –
Hadlow, Marden, Horsmonden,
Brenchly, Matfield, East Peckham, Five Oak Green and we
also have a few clients coming from a wider area as far as
Cranbrook, Hildenborough and Kings Hill. During 2020
we gave out approximately 700 food parcels to 162 family
households. Due to the generous support we are given,
we are also able to support other food banks in
surrounding areas such as Maidstone; particularly if we
are donated catering size packs of food.
We are blessed with a great band of volunteer helpers,
about 22, and have recently taken on a few new
February 2021

November 2020

volunteers. We also currently have a small waiting list of
people interested in helping us out. Quite detailed training
is given to volunteers, as there are many different tasks
involved in running the foodbank.
We are very grateful for all the food and financial
donations given to us, and food donations can be brought
direct to us during opening hours – Tuesday 13.00 -15.00
and Thursday 9.30 -11.30 at The Wesley Centre,
Commercial Road, Paddock Wood or deposited in
containers, both at St Andrews Church (when the church
is open), and Waitrose, Paddock Wood. We have a
website – www.communitystorehouse.co.uk , where further information can be
found, and more up to date information can be found on our facebook page.

Thank You St. Andrews Church and Thank You Paddock Wood
for supporting us, so that we can support those who need it.
What a difference we can all make when we work together.

WE HAVE MOVED!
From February 2021, our new address will be:
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre
94 Commercial Road
Paddock Wood TN12 6DP
The exact date of our move is subject to change, please see our website.
How do I get help?
Our offices are open, and we are seeing clients for face-to-face appointments or
drop-ins. We can also offer telephone and video appointments or email advice
for clients unable to attend our offices. Get in touch with us on:

info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre | 94 Commercial
Road
Paddock Wood TN12 6DP | info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619
We are always looking for new volunteers who can commit to at least
one morning a week for six months. If you would like to volunteer
with us, please contact us on the details above.

February 2021
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Hypocrisy
It’s been hard to understand, much
less obey, the ever-changing set of
national, regional and local rules
imposed on us during the course of
the current pandemic. Our daily lives
now seem to be governed by different
sets of rules each month. We get
upset with those who break the
rules; and those in authority who tell
us to “follow the rules” but are then
found out doing the opposite.
Let’s face it. Many of us believe that
we can recognise such hypocrisy when
we see it in the behaviour of
others. We watch the discomfort of
public figures (Royalty, Cabinet
Ministers, Government special
advisers, university science professors,
or Sky TV presenters) when they are
called out for acting hypocritically
themselves, breaking the very rules
that they told us to obey in the
first place. The trouble is that when
others see us behaving hypocritically,
we ourselves become uncomfortable
and resort to denial as our default
position.
The word “hypocrisy” is derived from
the Greek word hypokrinomai, which
means “to play a role”, or “to
pretend”. On the Greek stage, the
word hypokrites came to denote an
actor in the derogatory sense of
pretender.
Passing into Christian religious usage,
“hypocrisy” came to denote the
practice of hiding conscious
4

wickedness under the guise of
ostentatious piety. This practice, of
which the “lawyers (scribes) and
Pharisees” of Jesus’ time were guilty,
was roundly condemned by Jesus
himself in the classic passage of
Matthew 23:1-36. He was scathing in
his criticism of their hypocritical
behaviour (I encourage you to read
it).
The religion of the scribes and
Pharisees was based on obeying
thousands upon thousands of rules and
regulations, a depressing affair of
burdensome prohibitions. These rules
were derived from Scriptural texts
without regard to the theological,
literary or historical contents in which
the texts were set, or to the spirit
behind what to the scribes was so
much divine revelation.
When religion consists of obeying
countless rules and regulations, it
becomes easy for individuals to make
sure that everyone is aware of how
well they fulfil the regulations, and,
consequently, how perfect their piety
is. In time, the reputation for being
pious becomes more important for
such individuals, than the cultivation of
true piety.
Then your religious person becomes
an hypokrites, who plays to the gallery
primarily for applause. They make a
fuss over inessential detail, but skilfully
avoid the more important matters of
faith by employing the use of deceptive
February 2021

reasoning to which a religion based on
legal rules and prescriptions is always
prone.
So, Jesus scolded the scribes and
Pharisees thus: “Woe to you, teachers
of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your
spices- mint, dill and cumin. But you
have neglected the more important
matters of the law- justice, mercy and
faithfulness…..You are like
whitewashed tombs, which look
beautiful on the outside but on the
inside are full of dead men’s bones and
everything unclean. In the same way,
you appear to people as righteous but
on the inside you are full of hypocrisy
and wickedness.”
It is easy for the critics of Christians
(and other religious people) to accuse
us (and them) of hypocrisy, with scant
regard for the accuracy of the
accusation, or the competence of the
accusers to make the accusation. After
all, ours is not the competence of
Christ in this regard (‘Nor are you to
be called ‘teacher’ for you have one
Teacher, the Christ!’). Thanks to the
rise and anonymity of social media,
criticisms of our faith, beliefs and
actions appear in that medium
frequently and are shared around the
world instantly.
How should we react? Well, the
important thing to understand is that
one of the reasons behind the
accusation is often the assumption that
people know what the “role”
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(hypokrites) of the Church ought to
be in a given situation.
When the Church does not fit into
that “role”, then either its members,
or its leaders, are hypokritai (plural
of hypokrites) by that token.
Churches and their leaders would be
damned if they were foolish enough to
take with any degree of seriousness
the charge of hypocrisy often levelled
at them by those who wish to assign
“roles” to them. We must not bother
with how our actions are perceived by
whomsoever, but we must exert the
disciplines of reflection, study and
prayer to discover how we should
respond to any given situation.
Charges of hypocrisy, particularly
where unjustified, should be regarded
as not worthy of even passing
thought.
Carl Warren

Parish Prayer
Open House
Coffee Shop
and
Mission Prayer
will resume as
soon as
conditions allow
5

Tara Projects
Tara works with Artisans to generate sustainable livelihoods based on
handicrafts and is committed to Fair Trade Standards. They have been running an
education programme for 20 years supporting over 200 children, 75% of whom
are girls, from poor families. This education is not via schools, often it is just a
blackboard and teacher on a small area of slum land, with pupils aged 5 to 65
squatting on the ground learning basic literacy. Girls in particular from deprived
areas suffer health problems and are often malnourished and education can be
their key to a better future.

Unseen Victims of Covid-19
This is Nandini who was a 12 year old child sponsored by
Tara Projects under one of their education projects for
disadvantaged children in New Delhi and is one of the
unseen victims of Covid-19.
Nandini was an only child who died in June from a minor
fever because Covid-19 restrictions meant that she could
not receive treatment. Her parents are devastated. Local
representative of Tara wrote:
Due to the strict lockdown, it was
impossible for her parents to take her
to hospital on time. When her fever
increased, somehow with the help of
our volunteers she was taken to a
government hospital. Unfortunately she was not attended
seriously by the doctors there, they just gave her some
tablets and sent her back. She was not admitted in the
hospital, as so many wards had been
converted to Corona specific….
Hundreds of sick people are being deprived of ordinary
treatment due to the pandemic; the hospitals just have no
capacity.
In response to these sort of problems Tara Project has, at great
risk to doctors and volunteers, set up a health centre in
Badarpur. Several of these volunteers have died with Covid-19;
emergency treatment and oxygen were not available as
hospitals were overflowing with no space to take all victims in.
One such victim was Manju, a 45 year old community worker
whose husband was a rickshaw driver.
6
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FAMILY CRAFT: MAKE A
BASKET-WEAVE HEART
FOR VALENTINES DAY
Materials Needed: Two different-coloured sheets of paper or two differentcoloured felt sheets, Ruler, Scissors, Length of Ribbon & Stapler
Instructions:
1.

Cut a rectangle approximately 7cm x 22cm inches
from both sheets of paper/felt

2.

Fold the rectangles in half (The folded sheets should
now be 7cmx 11cm)

3.

From both coloured rectangles cut up from the fold
3 x 3-inch slits.

4.

Opposite the folds, round off the top-edges

5.

Insert the first loop of one sheet through the
‘fourth’ loop of the other sheet. (Note, the loops
are woven ‘through’ not under each other). Loop 1
is woven THROUGH loop 4, AROUND Loop 3,
THROUGH Loop 2 & AROUND Loop 1. Loop 2 is
woven AROUND Loop 4, THROUGH Loop3,
AROUND Loop 2 and THROUGH Loop 1.

6.

Following the same pattern (AROUND &
THROUGH etc), complete the weaving until your
heart is formed.

7.

Cut some ribbon to make a loop between both
hearts, carefully stapling so that the staples cannot
be seen.

February 2021
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Hope from Despair
We have worshipped at the altar of self-interest and "growth"
With scant regard for consequence of either – or of both.
We have plundered earth's resources at a pace for ever faster
For fear of getting beaten in some race - towards disaster!
But wait. We breathed a purer air and stars began to shine
And birdsong could be heard where only traffic used to whine
And fish in Venice waterways had suddenly appeared.
Perhaps the chance to turn things round was better than we feared?
And did it take a virus to enlighten and inspire us
To recognise the things that really mattered in the end?
Not just fending for ourselves - stripping supermarket shelves
But finding our true value as a carer or a friend.
We have seen that God's creation has the patience still
To mend, to cure, to remedy wherever there's the will
And even when pandemics threaten everything we love
It's not beyond our skills and wit and hope to rise above.
Now it’s down to our grandchildren with their grasp of all things new,
Having seen our inability to do what needs must do,
To take the bold decisions that are needed to begin
To build a better future from the mess we got them in.
Brian Gregory (Tonbridge Methodist Church)

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals
4th December
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Celia Cloke

Maidstone

Age 94

February 2021

Stop. Sit. Turn the Clock Back.
Autumn’s days of summer’s glory
Slowly yield to winter’s call.
Ripe fruit rotting, flowers fading.
The golden fields of ripened grain
Are gathered cut and safely stored.
Stalks and stubble await the plough,
Berry covered bushes beckon
The dormouse and the birds for supper.
Autumn gently calls through soft summer’s glow,
Like lovers parting with outstretched hands
Holding dawns late misty light,
‘gainst evening’s looming darker night.
The weary bee and drowsy wasp
Vainly search each fading flower.
Toadstools stand like burial stones
Round moss-splashed trees and fallen leaves.
Stop. Sit - time to take stock.
These sun starved days when the clocks go
back.
I turn back the hour and rewind the year
When April showers sired summer flowers.
Cobnuts, berries, jams and juices
Apples pressed, with yeast fermented
And grape on vine is turned to wine.
‘Life is lived by pressing forward,
Understood when looking back.’
By Victor Jordan

February 2021
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An Update
With no meetings at the church since before Christmas, we have continued to
find ways of helping our children and families worship together. This may be as a
family at home or online on a zoom together.
Church Lite & Messy Church Zoom
In Church Lite we have been looking at Holy Habits, and in January we focused
on Worship. When Church Lite is online there will be a video available on our
YouTube channel and we will meet together on zoom at 10:30am. The next
Church Lite service is on February 14th.
We also have a Messy Church session each month on zoom. We all sing songs,
hear a Bible story, pray, and make crafts together. The next session is on 21st
February at 4pm. Email Hanna for log on details, hanna@standrewspw.org.uk
Activity sheets
On Sundays where there is no Church Lite or Messy Church, we are sending out
activity sheets on a theme of Handling emotions. We started this series before
Christmas and have looked at Anger and Fear. We are also posting short videos
on these themes on the church YouTube channel.
Pathfinders Podcast
The Pathfinders have not been able to meet at church, but they have a regular
podcast to listen to. The leaders have also been ‘surprising a pathfinder’ with a
little something to cheer them up.
New Gen
New Gen continues to meet on Zoom each week, Wednesdays 7:30pm.
Every week is something a bit different but always lots of fun. The young people
in the group will all be taking exams soon, so it is a good time to take a break and
share with one another.
If you would like more information about these activities and how to get involved email,
sarahjoy@standrewspw.org.uk
10
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Hope
As I write this, the roll-out of the
vaccine created by the University of
Oxford and AstraZeneca has just
started, offering the prospect of a
rapid increase in the rate of
vaccinations by the NHS. This news
offered a very welcome
counterbalance to the very worrying
news of a rapid increase in the number
of infections and hospitals struggling to
cope with the number of seriously ill
patients.
Some people see a conflict between
science and religion, but this conflict
evaporates if one thinks of God
working in and through the people he
has created. The fact that the vaccine
was created by scientists does not
make it any less of a miracle. Let us
thank God for the wisdom and
tenacity of those scientists, and for the
hard work and dedication of all those
involved in getting that vaccine to us.
I know that some people are
concerned about possible side effects
of vaccines, but the rigorous
regulatory approval process ensures
that such risks are minimal. Any such
risk also has to be set against the
greater harm that would be caused
through contracting the illness itself
and of passing it on to others.

The importance of vaccination touched
my own family. My mother contracted
polio when she was young – just
before the creation of the vaccine
which eventually defeated this disease.
She was left with residual paralysis,
needing to wear a calliper (a metal
frame round the leg) in order to walk.
She met my father at a rehabilitation
centre – he learned the hard way
about the cost of recklessness on the
road when his motorcycle collided
with a bus, leaving him with permanent
disability (not helped by later suffering
from a brain tumour and an aortic
aneurysm) – but, despite this, she
remained bitter that the vaccine came
just too late to save her from a lifetime
of disability.
I go queasy at the sight of a needle (if
only the ‘hypo-spray’ on Star Trek was
real!), but I will certainly be baring my
arm when my turn to be vaccinated
eventually comes.
Peter Hungerford-Welch

On Line Contact
Don’t forget that you can look at back copies of Contact on-line just
in case you missed some of the uplifting articles in previous issues.
February 2021
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2020 Weather
2020 was not a good year for the
whole world and 2021 seems to be
starting the same way. We have had
our ups and downs with the summer
giving us more freedom from
infections and more freedom in our
day to day lives.
The weather has also had its ups and
downs: The first quarter of the year
gave us 4 named storms, August gave
us two (quite unusual), and the last
quarter three.
As you can see from the chart rainfall
was heaviest in February and October
with May giving us only 3mm on one
day. May was the sunniest and driest
since records began.

We were blessed with a lovely spring
and summer with lots of lovely
sunshine and warm temperatures,
although August proved a little difficult
with hot humid days and nights.
October, November and December
seem to have been dominated by dull
dreary cloudy days, reflecting the
pandemic lock down for the second
time. However, we did have some
lovely cold crisp days at the end of

12

December which certainly lifted my
spirits.

We have a line of daffodils in our
garden, which have been there before
we moved there over 30 years ago and
I always note in my weather records
when the first of these daffodils come
out. The warm, relatively speaking)
January encouraged them to appear
early and the date I’ve noted down
was 22nd February, which is about the
earliest I have seen them.
On a related note, every year, we
watch the Royal Institution Christmas
Lectures. The last one was all about
the atmosphere and, of course Global
Warming. The lecturer gave a
beautiful analogy of the health of the
planet: if we are poorly and have just
a degree rise in temperature, we
usually can cope with that ok. But if
our temperature goes up by more
than one degree, we feel very unwell
and can’t function properly. That is
the position that this beautiful planet is
in now. We have to make changes to
stop the temperature rising any
further or we shall all be in trouble.
June Dean
February 2021

Christmas at Home
For the last four years we have been able to hold a Christmas day dinner in the
Winter Hall at St Andrews but this year due to Covid-19 it wasn’t possible. So,
the next option was to take dinners out to those people we knew of who
couldn’t be with their families and friends. We were able to fill boxes with a
Christmas dinner and all the trimmings along with Christmas pudding and
custard, mince pies, cake, a small gift and chocolates.
The sun was shining as we set off and six drivers took four meals each out to
various addresses. It was so nice to be greeted by smiling faces when we arrived
at their homes, have a chat and leave them to heat and enjoy Christmas dinner.
Our thanks go to our band of enthusiastic helpers who made this such a success,
and to Pomfret Butchers, Waitrose and Paddock Wood Card Shop for their
support.
Thank you all.
Gloria Crouch

February 2021
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Bereko
We have received many pictures from a delighted
Richard Suki wanting to show us that his house and the
church had now been connected to the electricity.
When we first become involved with Bereko there was
no electricity at all, and the journey to the village from
the airport was arduous over very rough and dusty
tracks. Now there is a tarmacked road that runs
through the middle of Bereko. Ultimately, to the north
it will end in Cairo and to the south in Cape Town!
Importantly for Bereko though, it connects the town
with the big cities in Tanzania, Arusha and Dodoma.
With the road came electricity. In 2016 we paid for the
cabling to be installed in readiness (see picture of
cabling being delivered by motorbike during our visit)
and it was only in August 2020 that the connections
were made to Richard and Eva’s home and the church.
We have recently sent another £150 to allow the
shower/toilet block and the old pastors’ house (used as
a workshop) to be connected too.
The excitement about these few light bulbs was truly
wonderful and infectious but, for me, it was also very
sobering. I was reminded to be more grateful for the riches that we have and to
thank God every day for them.
Sue Chalkley

SUDOKU ANSWERS
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Fair-Trade online!
The Fair-Trade Shop at St. Andrews
Church, Paddock Wood
The year of 2020 and the effects of the COVID 19 pandemic have been
incredibly tough on everyone and with the return of yet another lockdown, we
have sadly had to close our shop doors again.
Yet on a positive note, we can still trade via our online shop! You can buy from
our great range of fair -trade food and grocery items, from tea and coffee to
chocolate and sugar and even hand wash and cleaning spray. We also offer local
delivery within Paddock Wood and the surrounding area. Every purchase
supports our fair -trade producers, who have also been greatly affected by the
pandemic. We are aiming to make our selection of crafts and gifts available to
purchase online in time for Mother’s Day and Easter but hopefully it won’t be
too long before we can welcome you into the shop again. Take care and stay
safe.

You can find the online shop via our website at
www.fairtradeshopstandrews.co.uk.
Follow us on Facebook for more information and updates.
Fairtrade Fortnight – 22nd February – 7th March 2021
This is an annual event organised by the Fairtrade Foundation to raise awareness
of fair-trade products and share the stories of the people around the world who
produce them. For 2021, it will take the form of an online festival, with events
and activities being held virtually. This year, the message is ‘Choose the World
You Want’, which will highlight the increasing challenges that climate change (and
now the effects of COVID 19) pose to farmers, workers and their communities.
These challenges include problems such as drought, heat waves, floods and crop
disease, all of which are difficult to address when faced with ongoing poverty. By
working with Fairtrade, these communities feel better equipped to face these
challenges.
One important message that has come from the COVID-19 pandemic is that we
are all in this together and we need to support each other. By choosing to buy
fair trade products, we can all play our part to ensure that the people who
produce them receive a fair income. For more information about Fairtrade
Fortnight and to get involved see www.fairtrade.org.uk
By Emily C

February 2021
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Based on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book for 2021, Living His
Story by Hannah Steele, the daily reflections encourage all Christians to
think about their calling, how to share their faith and reflect on the
difference Christ makes in our lives.
We witness to God’s story and the impact this has made to our story so
that others might also find their story taking on new meaning in the light of
God’s love. While the current restrictions on daily life necessitated by the
pandemic present significant challenges, the suffering and isolation many
continue to face make the need for us to share God’s love with our
communities greater than ever. Rather than just being a Lenten discipline,
this year’s #LiveLent is a joyful invitation to make witness a normal part
of the Christian life, the natural overflow of a life lived in devotion to
Christ.
To sign up for a daily email through Lent and Easter with Bible notes and
reflection visit https://www.churchofengland.org/node/27518
or download the App #LIVELENT on your phone
or order a printed copy via the Church Office (£2.24) from
office@standrewspw.org.uk and mark it LIVE LENT

16

February 2021

Sadly, due to the uncertainty of the ending of lockdown and the return of
groups coming together. We are taking our weekly Lent meetings this
year online.
From Thursday 18th February we are going to be using the course
Fruitfulness on the Frontline by the London Institute for Christianity.
Where you are now truly matters to God.
We all have an everyday context that’s significant to God, full of people
who matter to God. But can we see how God might have been working in
and through us on our frontlines? And can we imagine what more God
might want to do there?
Brimming with real-life stories, biblical insight, and practical steps, this
resource will spark your imagination and enrich your sense of wonder at
the greatness and grace of the God who invites us to join his glorious
work.
We are encouraging Home groups to run with this if they want to
continue to meet, or anyone to join a central event which will be held
each week online from Thursday 18th February@ 8.00pm. This
course will also be supported through our weekly sermons during the
season of Lent.
To sign in for this course please send an email to
office@standrewspw.org.uk and mark it Lent Course Log-in
February 2021
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Mission Updates
A short update from our Mission Partners at St Andrew’s Church.
Bereko
Pastor Richard Suki has sent greetings from St. Andrew’s Church
in Bereko. A group from Paddock Wood was supposed to visit in
November 2020 but sadly this was postponed, both groups look
forward to the time they will be able to meet again. We also have
an update about the electric installation in this edition of Contact.
Church Army Southampton Centre of Mission
Tim Hyde gave us an update from his team which includes his wife Cathy and
Ruth. Ruth has been meeting with Mums and Tots on 1-1
zoom meetings enabling them to have deeper conversation
than they normally would in toddler groups. Tim and Cathy
have been sending out a newsletter each week to their
group for older members of the community, Classic Cuppa,
these have been greatly appreciated by those who would
otherwise be very isolated. They have also been leading
Alpha and other Christian online courses. They are hopeful for what the future
holds in the area and ask for continued prayer and support.
Scripture Union Hungary
Tamas Daxner, National Leader of Scripture Union Hungary
shared with us some of the joys and struggles of 2020. They were
able to hold 4 English Speaking camps out of the 9 that were
planned and have been able to work on producing new literature,
games for young people with a bible theme and daily bible reding
notes for teenagers. They have had to cancel some training
events but have also been able to hold some training online. They
were blessed financially this year by donations, which has enabled
them to continue the work.
Al Sutton, Christians Abroad, Holy Land & Jordan
In our most recent update from Al he let us know that Christians abroad is now
a Registered Charity from 1sts December, they have a full board of trustees and
work with the Evangelical Alliance. In Jordan they organize
refugee respite camps, sharing faith in a sensitive way. In the
Holy Land they have a Christian Outdoor Education Centre.
The mission is well established, and they are looking forward
to the time when they are able to travel and visit the camps
again.
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Church School in Paddock Wood
I continue to be asked when the new Church Primary School is going to be built?
Following a recent meeting with DfE, KCC shared their projected pupil numbers
based on current rate of housing development in Paddock Wood. This indicated
that numbers are unlikely to sustain a new one form entry school for the next
few years. At the DfE’s request, we have confirmed the Trust’s ongoing
commitment to the development of St Andrew’s School with timing dependent
on growth in demand for Year R (Reception) places. This assurance will be
submitted to the Regional Schools Commissioner, to support a request for a
change to the projected opening date.
Bryan Knapp

Tonbridge & Malling Ramblers
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the national
Ramblers walking organisation. In normal times, we offer a variety of group walks,
mostly on Sunday mornings with additional mid-week rambles each month. Our
walks are usually circular and about 5-6 miles in duration. We explore the
beautiful Kent countryside from different starting points within the Tonbridge
and Malling area and, occasionally, further afield. New members are welcome, as
are those wishing to try us out before joining Ramblers.
Group walks are currently paused due to Tier 4 restrictions. We will be
restarting as soon as we can, dependent upon government guidelines and
Ramblers national guidelines. Meanwhile, you can find out more about our group
at: http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.
One of our activities is to ensure that public footpaths within the Tonbridge &
Malling area are readily accessible to all walkers. We have footpath observers in
each parish to check paths and report issues such as broken stiles and gates;
broken or missing footpath signs; fallen trees and other obstructions. We always
welcome help with this so, if you are out walking and encounter a problem,
please do raise an alert. You can do this by logging the fault yourself on the Kent
Country Council (search for ‘KCC public rights of way’) or by emailing details
(with photo and path number/location) to
info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.
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Diary Dates
Wednesday 17th February

7:30pm-8:15pm

Thursday 18th February
& every Thursday in Lent
Sunday 21st February

8.00 pm
4:45pm-6:00pm

Ash Wednesday Holy
Communion
Lent Course ‘Fruitfulness
on the Frontline’
Messy Church (Virtual)

Children and Youth Contact Details
Children & Families Worker

Hanna Rosser

Little Pickles
Voyagers

Mondays (term time)
Sunday mornings

Youth Worker
Survivors
Pathfinders (age 11 - 14)
New Gen (age 15+)

Sarah-Joy Woodcock
Sunday mornings
Tuesdays (term time)
Wednesday evenings
New Gen

01892 837617 / 07775 854129

Parish Safeguarding Reps
Carol Williams
safeguarding@standrewspw.org.uk Felicity Lusted

9.45 am - 11.30 am
10.00 am
01892 837617
10.00 am
7.15 pm
from 7.300 pm
07955 804104

For information about joining
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers
Telephone Jo Hillas-Smith on 01892 838660
For information about joining
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers
email: pwdistrictcommissioners@outlook.com
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Who to contact
CONTACT is published each month by the Anglican and Methodist Church of St
Andrew, Paddock Wood. Views expressed in CONTACT are not necessarily
those of the church as a whole.
Vicar - Bryan Knapp

169 Maidstone Road

Minister - Sharon Lovelock 41 Estridge Way, Tonbridge

833917
01732 365395

Reader
Reader
Reader
Reader

Brian Banks
Peter Hungerford-Welch
Stephen Pagany
Hilary Sutton

833373
833035
834904
834090

Warden
Warden

Carol Barnett
Keith Rosser

834814
07979 520278

Operations Manager

Steve Talmage

837617

Church Council
Secretary

Carl Warren

833774

Contact Editor
Contact Distribution

Vanessa Markham
Linda Hobbs

832276
832695

Organist/Choir Leader Tatyana Angelova

07581 569016

Fair Trade Shop

Katharine Garland

724542

Hall Bookings

bookings@standrewspw.org.uk

837617

St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ

T: (01892) 837617
E: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1137783

VALENTINE PUZZLE
Which two hearts are exactly the same?

1

2
3

4
5
7
6

8

